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This guide contains general information for 
farmers and farm workers on the Workers’ 
Compensation Board (WCB) and how work- 
ers’ compensation affects them. 


Who’s covered? 


Anyone who works on a farm in Ontario 
and who receives a stated wage for his or 
her work is covered under the Workers’ 
Compensation Act for work-related accidents 
or diseases. This includes: 


e all hired help -- seasonal or year- 
round, including domestics and foreign 
labour; 

e any family member -—- including a 


Spouse —- or relative who works on the 
farm and receives a wage which 
appears on the wage record and 
payroll statement; and 


e children who receive wages —- not an 
allowance. 


Note: It is illegal to deduct the cost of 
coverage from a worker’s wages. 


Personal coverage 


People who own and operate their own 
farms —— sole proprietors or partners —- do 
not have workers’ compensation coverage for 
themselves, although personal coverage is 
available to any farmer who applies. Personal 
coverage may also be obtained for spouses 
of sole proprietors or partners who do not — 
receive a stated wage which appears on the 
wage record and payroll statement. 


Contractors 


Contractors or subcontractors who use 
their own equipment or machinery and who 
are engaged under a contract for service are 
considered proprietors of their own busi- 
nesses, not employees of the farmer. They 
are responsible for applying to the WCB for 
personal coverage (if they desire) and for 
paying their workers’ Compensation assess- 
ments for their workers. 


Helping neighbours 


Farmers and their workers often help at 
other farms during busy times. Work done 
on a neighbour’s farm is covered by workers’ 
compensation as long as the farm worker: 


e is on the payroll of the original 
employer; or 


¢ is being paid by the neighbour for work 
done on his or her farm, and is in- 
cluded on the neighbour’s payroll 
statement. 


Compensation coverage also applies to the 
farmer who: 


e is paid for the work done on the 
neighbour’s farm and appears on the 
neighbour’s payroll statement; or 


e has personal coverage and who helps 
out on another farm. 


If a farmer works on. a neighbouring farm 
without remuneration and has no personal 
coverage, then he or she is not eligible for 
workers’ Compensation benefits in case of a 
work-related injury or disease. 


Benefits of workers’ 
compensation coverage 


Farmers and farm workers covered by 
workers’ Compensation are covered for work- 
related injuries or diseases. Based on the 
circumstances, Coverage may include the 
following: 


payment of health care expenses 
related to the accident or disease; 


payment of 90 per cent of the injured 
worker’s net average earnings lost due 
to a work-related injury or disease; 


payment of a pension for permanent 
disability; and 


provision of vocational rehabilitation 
assistance, which may include coun- 
selling and retraining, if the worker 
Cannot return to farming as a result of 
the work-related injury or disease. 


When a work-related accident or disease 
results in death, the WCB may: 


pay burial expenses (to the maximum 
established in the Act); 


make a lump sum payment; and 
pay ongoing Survivors’ benefits to the 


Surviving spouse, children and other 
dependants. 


In return, workers Cannot sue their 
employer for damages due to a work-related 
injury or disease. 


Paying for workers’ 
compensation coverage 


Farmers pay an annual assessment to the 
Board based on: 


e the rate group into which they fall; and 
e their total annual payroll. 


Farm operations are classified into rate 
groups, depending on the type of farming. 
Each rate group has a dollar amount as- 
signed to it annually by the Board. The dollar 
amount reflects the past and expected future 
costs of injuries and occupational illnesses 
within that rate group. The annual assess- 
ment to be paid by the farmer is calculated 
by multiplying each $100 of assessable pay- 
roll (to the maximum earnings ceiling as 
established in the Act) by the dollar amount 
assigned to the farmer’s rate group. 


Registering a farm operation for 
workers’ compensation coverage 


A farmer is required to report and register 
its business with the Board within one month 
of first employing help. To register a farm 
operation, the farmer should contact the 
nearest Workers’ Compensation Board office 
by telephone or in writing. Annual payroll 
information for assessment purposes must be 
filed by April 30 each year. 


Note: Failure to register or file payroll 
information may result in a charge 
for the full cost of a claim and a 
late filing charge. 


If an accident happens 


Farmers are required to: 


° get first aid immediately for the injured 
worker; 


¢ carefully record all the details of what 
happened (details will be needed by 
the Board if the accident results in 
treatment or time off work); and 


* report the accident to the Board within 
three days (use WCB Form #7). 


When compensation is payable, the farmer 
is required to pay wages and benefits to the 
injured worker for time lost on the day of the 
accident. 


For further information 


To acquire other WCB publications or for 
more information, contact the Workers’ 
Compensation Board office nearest you. 


Workers’ Compensation Board Offices 


HEAD OFFICE 


Toronto 

2 Bloor Street East 
Toronto, Ontario 
M4W 3C3 

(416) 927-9555 


REGIONAL OFFICES 


Hamilton 

120 King Street West 
Hamilton, Ontario 
L8P 4V2 

(416) 523-1800 


London 

148 Fullarton Street 
London, Ontario 
N6A 5P3 

(519) 663-2331 


Ottawa 

360 Albert Street 
Suite 200 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1R 7X7 

(613) 238-7851 


Sudbury 

30 Cedar Street 
Sudbury, Ontario 
P3E 1A4 

(705) 675-9301 


Thunder Bay 

P.O. Box 7000 

410 Memorial Avenue 
Thunder Bay, Ontario 
PJ CeSS2 

(807) 343-1710 


Windsor 

235 Eugenie Street West 
Windsor, Ontario 

N8X 2X7 

(519) 966-0660 


INFORMATION 
CENTRE 

Toronto Claims 
Information Centre 

1382 St. Clair Avenue W. 
Toronto, Ontario 

M6E 1C6 


(416) 965-8864 


AREA OFFICES 


Kingston 

234 Concession Street 
Suite 304 

Kingston, Ontario 
K7K 6W6 

(613) 544-9682 


Kitchener/Waterloo 
151 Frederick Street 
Kitchener, Ontario 
N2H 2M2 

(519) 576-4130 


North Bay 

128 Mcintyre Street W. 
North Bay, Ontario 
P1B 2Y6 

(705) 472-5200 


St. Catharines 

Lake Carlton Plaza 

161 Carlton Street 
Suite 201 

St. Catharines, Ontario 
L2R 1R5 

(416) 687-8622 


Sault Ste. Marie 

369 Queen Street East 
Suite 101 

Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario 
P6A 124 

(705) 942-3002 


Timmins 

Hollinger Court 
100 Waterloo Road 
Timmins, Ontario 
P4N 4X5 

(705) 267-6427 


Long-distance callers may contact Board offices serving 


their area free of charge. 
your local telephone directory. 


For toll-free numbers consult 
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